[Morphology and cytoarchitectonics of the popliteal lymph node in people of senile age.]
Histological methods were used to study popliteal lymph nodes in 10 people in senile age (80-91 years). Deep destructive changes of the reticular stroma were noted. The content of cells in the node is sharply reduced. Zones without cells appear. The mantle disappears in all lymphoid nodules of lymph node. There are no dividing cells. Plasma cells in cords are found in rare cases. All structural elements of the node have a similar cellular composition. The sinus of the node is expanded. Collagen fibers grow in the parenchyma of the node, fat cells appear. Morphological data indicate the loss of node functions of lymphocytopoiesis, humoral and cellular immunity.